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Hamilton Naturalists 1 Club promotes-' public interest in 
rJ he j-f tudyj conservation and appreciation of our natural heritage. 
Meeting are heldi monthly from September to May inclusive, and 
visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field 5 events are scheduled 
for every month, and a complete listing for the entire season 
may be obtained from the membership director. 


********************* 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB EXECUTIVE 1983-1984 

President Mr. Norman D. Ralston 383-1397 

39 Sunninghill Ave..,Hamilton,Ontario L8T 1B3 
Vice-President Mr. Bruce Duncan 765-3322 

Box 512, Caledonia,Ontario NOA 1A0 

Past President Miss Hazel Broker 527-0333 

52 Paisley Ave.,S,,Hamilton,Ontario L8S 1V3 

Treasurer Mr. Thomas Yoshida 522-0476 

34 Desjardins Court,Hamilton,Ontario L8S 3R8 

Secretary Miss Bonnie Gallagher 520-4391 

1006 - 223 Jackson St.,West,Hamilton,Ontario L8P 4R4 
Membership Mr. Edward Ellis 639-2091 


.904 - 20 North Shore Blvdi,West,Burlington L7T 1A1 522-8116 


Programme 

Publicity 


Miss Nancy Lyne 525-5456 

5 - 210 Charlton Ave.,West,Hamilton,Ontario LOP 2E2 
Mr. Paul Foster 547-0160 

120 Holton Ave.,South,Hamilton, Ontario L8M 2L5 


Sanetuary 


Mrs. Marlon Shivas 620-6846 

10 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ontario L9H 4E1 


Conservation 


Wood Duck 
Editor 

Field Events 
Social 


Dr, Brian Wilson work 307-9495 ext.501 

c/o Ontario Cancer Foundation 
711 Concession St.,Hamilton, Ontario L0V 1C3 
t Mr. Marvin Grove 

Mr. Jeff Blezius 

760 Tenth Ave.,Hamilton,Ontario LOT 2G3 
Ms. Shirley Klement { 

1375 Mountain Grove Ave,,Burlington, Ontario 


305-6170 

336-5433 
L4P 2H1 


Director-at-Large 

Chairman F.O.N.'85 Mr. Peter Thoem 945-3308 

Conference Committee 52 Robinson St., Grimsby, Ontario L3M 3C4 

******^oV*yf*Vf*^V******vV*VnVvV* 


WEEK-END HIKES 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 1984 - 9:00 A.M. NORTH SHORE AREA 

Winter on the north shore of Cootes Paradise. A leisurely walk to 
discover winter birds and to hone our tree identification skills at 
this difficult time of year. Bring your lunch. Meet at the Nature 
Interpretive Centre, just off the Old Guelph Road. 

Leader; Hazel Broker Hamilton 527-0333 

\ * 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1904 - 8;30 A.M. X-C SKI AND SNOW SHOE 

An informal gathering at Christie Outdoor Education Centre, Bring 
something for a cookout(e.g.hot dogs). If there is no snow, this 
outing will be on foot with the cookout afterwards. Meet at University 
Plaza, Dundas parking lot. 

Leaders: John Heaslip dundas 627-3280 

Shirley Klement Burlington 527-7150 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1904 - 7:30 A.M . WINTER BIRD HIKE 

Explore the Dundas marsh area for winter birds. Meet at the crossing 
of Spencer Creek and Cootes Drive (Ilwy. #102). This outing will last 
for the morning only. 

Leader: Michael Clark Dundas 627-5176 
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HELP PRESERVE O UR HERITAGE 

The Bruce Trail Association and the Royal Botanical Gardens have under¬ 
taken jointly the restoration of the Rasberry House. 1 

the Rasbe r ry House - The Rasberry house is part of the arboretum 
property of the Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG). The property was granted by 
the Crown in 1795 to Angus McDonnell, In 1029, the legendary Niagara Escarp¬ 
ment entrepreneur, industrialist and politician, James Crooks, purchased 
the land. His thriving industrial empire prospered from 1013 to the 1830's 
and his many mills are currently displayed at Crook's Hollow Conservation 
Area. In 1040, James Crooks sold the property to William Rasberry. Three 
generations of the Rasberry family resided on the land. In 1943 the RBG 
took possession of the property which includes the famous lilac gardens and 
borders on Cootes Paradise. 

William Rasberry is a descendant of the Earl of Roseberry and was considered 
the "black sheep" of the family. This may be the reason he emigrated to 
Canada from England about 1030, After living at and operating the Valley 
Inn swing bridge, he moved to the farm. He also bought land bordering on 
t e marsh from the Crown and cut the virgin trees to make a daring. He 
built a house of hewn logs which was later (about 1060) replaced by the 
existing brick house. One son, William served for twenty years as Flam- 
borough Township constable and five years as Wentworth County constable. 
Brothers John and Robert were dairy farmers and both served and died in the 
Boer War in South Africa. John's sons, Judson and Marshall, farmed on the 
land in the 20th Century and were well-known throughout Wentworth County, 
Hundreds of descendants of the three generations of the Rasberry family 
lived throughout Wentworth County and southern Ontario, 

The two-storey stucco house (originally brick) with stone foundation greatly 
compliments the Arboretum property. Features of the structure of architec¬ 
tural interest include the simple cornice, a concrete insignia, a palladian 
window on the front entrance and a unique tunnell drainage system adjacent 
to the foundation wall. 

Because of important historical and architectural features, the Dundas Local 
Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee has recommended to the town 
Planning Committee that the house be designated an historic site under the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 

When the restoration is completed, Rasberry House will become the home 
of the Bruce Trail Association. The Royal Botanical Gardens will retain some 
space in it for the Arboretum staff. 

The estimated cost for restoring this fine heritage property is $110,000. 
of which $20,000. is immediately available from Bruce Trail Members. The 
Association is soliciting financial assistance from other interested citizens. 
Receipts for income tax purposes are provided for all donations. 

The Bruce Trail Association, P.0. Box 057, Hamilton,Ontario LON 3N9 

***VWr*^A****^f****Vc ******* 


NEW MEMBERS 

Norma Ridge Box 209, Mount Hope,Ontario LOR 1W0 
Robert Finlayson 06 Dalewood Avenue S.,Hamilton LOS 1Z2 


Harry Walker 60 


Qlfremont Ave., Kitchener, Ontario N2M 2P4 

******************** 


FOYER SLIDE SHOWS 

Tim Story is now in change of the foyer slide shows at our 

S??h h iL m 2? 1 ?i5“p Do °n fer J^ slides by getting in touch 
With Tim at, 522 Gray Court Drive=, Ancaster, Ont. LOG 2S1*. 
Telephone 648~o6l6, Your help is appreciated. 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB, held at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Centre, Burlington, Ontario, on Monday, December 12,1983 
at 8;00 p.m. 

Norman Ralston, President, welcomed approximately 100 members and guests. 

Doreen and Don Babb were thanked for acting as greeters and Tim Story was 
thanked for his interesting slide show inthe foyer. 

Norman Ralston announced that as of December 7,1983 there were 426 members 
ofthe Club. 

Norman Ralston mentioned the death of George North on November 27,1983 and 
introduced Jim Dowall who informed us of George North's many outstanding 
achievements including his 50 years as a member of the Club, his birding 
activities for 55 years, 30 years as compiler of the bird records and his 
40 years as leader of the Christmas bird counts as well as being an outstanding 
field ornithologist. Jim then introduced Bob Curry who related many amusing 
anecdotes about Bob's personal experience with George including their adven¬ 
tures in George's Nash and the huge lunches George always brought on the 
outings. Bob also mentioned the guidance George gave to many grateful birders. 

Norman Ralston then announced that our display board was now completed and in 
use this evening and thanked Any Vandershee, who constructed the board, for 
a job well done. 

It was announced that Mark Jennings would be taking over the Christmas Bird 
Count and the noteworthy bird records and Mark requested all participants 
from previous years to contact him to discuss territories and procedures. 

Norm Ralston announced that we had now purchased a new collator and thatthe 
old A.B. Dick collator was for sale if anyoneknew of some interested party. 

Norm Ralston also brought in two osage oranges which were from London, 

Ontario and said that twotrees were known to exist on Trinity Church Road. 

Bruce Duncan announced that a survey of house finch was being donducted by 
Bruce Parker from Toronto. Mr. Parker was interested in the number of birds 
sited at feeders and the dates of the sitings. Bruce Duncan can becontacted 
for further information. 

Bruce also mentioned that he had brought in his National Geographic field 
guide to Birds of North America for inspection and highly recommended it as 
the best field guide to date. 

Bruce Duncan advised the meeting that he has brought in a 6 month old opossum 
for our inspection and requested any information on opossums seen in this 
area. 

Bill Crins introduced Steve Varga of the University' of Toronto who gave us a 
very informative talk and slide show on four of the natural areas of York 
Region. He informed us of the range of flora in the areas of Toronto Islands, 
Rouge River, Oak Ridgps and Holland Marsh including prairies, bogs and marsh¬ 
lands. 

Nancy Lyne thanked Steve Varga for making us all aware of the diversity of 
these areas. 

Ray Lowes announced that the BruceTrail Club and the Royal Botanical Gardens 
had signed a 21 year lease for Rasberry House located at the Arboretum and 
said that $110,000.00 would be required for restoration and requested our 
support. 

Norm Ralston requested volunteers for collating the Wood Duck on Wednesday, 
December 28, 1983. He also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and invited 
all present to join in partaking of the baked goods brought in by various 
members. 

Shirley Element, Charlie Zimmerman & Dorothy Laird did an excellent job of 
setting up the buffet. 
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A VISIT FROM A PIPIT 

by J. Martin 

On Friday, February 25th 1983, my eleven year old son Paul convinced 
me to take him down to Bronte Harbour on his lunch hour "to see the water 
prpit once more before it left on migration". The water pipit is a little 
brown bird about the size of a sparrow, who often wags his tail and usually 
wal<s rather than hops. Paul had been told by a fellow birder that there 
was a water pipit living among the rocks on the west side of Bronte Harbour. 
Because the water pipit is rarely seen in this area at this time, it was a 
m^sjt for Paul to take this once in a lifetime opportunity, to see a water 
pipit in Bronte Harbour. 

On the previous Sunday afternoon we went over to the west side of Bronte 
Harbour to try and find the pipit. Who would ever have thought that among all 
he rocks and sand, we would locate one small brown water pipit. But, low 
an behold, Paul first heard a couple of "pit-pip's" and then he spotted the 
pipit sitting on a rock by the water's edge. He started racing towards it, 
inoc.ulars in hand. He was so enthusiastic that we had to caution him to 
e careful not to fall into theharbour, along with the female wood duck, 
american wigeon and bufflehead, he had spotted earlier. We observed the 
water pipit for about a half hour and then convinced Paul that we'd had 
enough 'pipitting' for one day. 

All the following week Paul kept asking me to take him back to Bronte 
Harbour to see the pipit. So, on Friday we had a hurried lunch and off we 
went. On our arrival, Paul was out of the car like a shot and off towards 
the harbour. Once again he spotted his little brown bird among the rocks. 

This time, he hacl taken his camera along to try and get a picture of this 
special bird. He was having difficulty getting close enough, so he hid 
behind a large rock and had me chase the pipit in his direction. I felt 
a little ridiculous chasing a pipit among the rocks in Bronte Harbour, but 
I did it and Paul took a couple of pictures. 

However he sti.ll wasn't satisfied, so this time he hid behind a large 
tree and once again I chased the pipit towards him. To Paul's delight, the 
pipit landed on a chunk of ice just a couple of yards or metres from where 
Paul was hiding, he was able to take two more pictures. On Paul's camera 
the pipit will most likely show up as a small dot. However, if the pictures 
turn out, and if the pipit is smiling at the camera, we may get it enlarged 
and hopefully we will be able to see that it is a bird and not just a dot. 

By this time, the pipit had had enough of being chased and photographed, 
so he left and flew to the opposite side of the harbour. I then drove a very : 
elated and satisfied Paul back to school. 

/ ********************* 

MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETING 

Time Monday, January 9, 1984 at 8;00 p.m. 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

Program "Ontario's Rare Native Trees and Shrubs" 

Dr. J. Ambrose (University of Guelph) 


VISITORS WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 



68 


HAMILTON FALL GIRD COUNT 1983 

by Kevin McLaughlin 

Area Covered ; All points within 25 miles centred at Dundurn Castle,Hamilton, 
Ontario to include Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to Grimsby,Credit, 
Oakville and Bronte Creeks, Bronte & Burloak Woods, Rattray's Marsh,Mountsberg, 
Lake Medad, Valens Conservation Area, MillgrovePonds, Beverly Swamp,Hendrie 
Valley, Hoplcin's Creek, Hopkin's Tract, Waterdown, Ancaster, Sulphur Springs, 
Dundas Valley, Christie's Dam, DundasMarsh, Hamilton Bay, King's Forest, Red 
Hill Creek, Binbrook Conservation Area, Webster's Falls area, Taquanyah 
Conservation Area, sections of the Grand River to include partsof Cayuga, 

York, Brantford, Cambridge, Glen Morris and Guelph, and part of Milton. 

Novemb er 6,1983 ; 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. temp. 3 degrees C to 7 degrees C. Winds 

light S.W. Overcast. Several overnight frosts in week prior to count. 83 
observers in 36parties, Total party hours; 230 plus 5 stationary parties 
at feeders. 

Red-throated Loon 1 (M.J..I.R.). Common Loon 46,Pied-billed Grebe 3,Horned 
Grebe 157, Red-necked Grebe 14, Double-crested Cormorant 3; Great Blue Heron 
55, Black-crowned Night heron 2, Mute Swan 6, Snow Goose 5, Canada Goose 
3440, Brant 2, Wood Duck 15, Green-winged Teal 238; American Black Duck 376, 
Mallard 2056, Northern Pintail 32, Blue-winged Teal 8, Northern Shoveler 70, 
Gadwall 445, American Wigeon 23, Canvasback 38, Redhead 853, Ring-necked 
Duck 6, Greater Scaup 932, Lesser Scaup 975, Oldsquaw 1040, Surf Scoter 1, 
White-winged Scoter 175, Black Scoter 3, Common Goldeneye 286, Bufflehead 344, 
Hooded Merganser 85, Common Merganser 91, Red-breasted Merganser 1183, Ruddy 
Duck 25, Turkey Vulture 2, Northern Harrier 16, Sharp-shinned Hawk 1, Cooper's 
Hawk 7, Red-shouldered Hawk 1, Red-tailed Hawk 158, Rough-legged Hawk 12, 
American Kestrel 77, Ring-necked Pheasant 17, Ruffed Grouse 41, American 
Coot'lOO, Black-bellied Plover 21, Killdeer 169, Greater Yellowlegs 25, 

Lesser Yellowlegs 11, Spotted Sandpiper 1 (J.H., B.J.), Ruddy Turnstone 1 
(R.F.,A.W.,R.C.,V.E.,J.O.), Semipalmated Sandpiper 1, Least Sandpiper 1, ' 
White-rumped Sandpiper 1, Pectoral Sandpiper 10, Dunlin 274, Common Snipe 28, 
American Woodcock 3, Parasitic Jaeger 4, Bonaparte's Gull 44, Ring-billed 
Gull 4328, Herring Gull 1694, Great Black-backed Gull 83, Rock Dove 1037, 
Mourning Dove 570, Eastern Screech-Owl 2, Snowy Owl 1, Great Horned Owl 13, 
Long-eared Owl 4, Northern Saw-whet Owl 2, Belted Kingfisher 33, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker 8, Downy Woodpecker 226, Hairy Woodpecker 62, Northern Flicker 25, 
Pileated Woodpecker 3, Horned Lark 265, Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1 (B.D.) ; 
Blue Jay 766, American Crow 930, Black-capped Chickadee 2015, Tufted Titmo use 1, 
(D.Gu.),Red-breasted Nuthatch 23, White-breasted Nuthatch 162, Brown Creeper 
43, Winter Wren 19, Golden-crowned Kinglet 229, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 7£low), 
Eastern Bluebird 23, Swainson's Thrush 1 ,(R.Fi.,A.W.), Hermit Thrush ^2, 
American Robin 1103, Gray Catbird 2, Northern Mockingbird 36, Water Pipit 182, 
Cedar Waxwing 2112 , Northern Shrike 5, European Starling 9978, Nashville 
Warbler 3, Yellow-rumped Warbler 2J.(low) , Bay-breasted Warbler 1 (R.C. ,V.E. , J.O. 
Common Yellowthroat 1, Northern Cardinal 360, American Tree Sparrow 1105, 
Chipping Sparrow 4, Field Sparrow 4, Vesper Sparrow 1, Savannah Sparrow 1, 

Fox Sparrow 62, Song Sparrow 161, Swamp Sparrow 36, White-throated Sparrow 
685 , White-crowned Sparrow 13, Darlc-eyed Junco 2721 , Snow Bunting 98, Red¬ 
winged Blackbird 3215, Eastern Meadowlark 3, Rusty Blackbird 1 401 , Common 
Grackle 74(low), Brown-headed Cowbird 177, Purple Finch 55, House Finch 8, 
Common Redpoll 2, Pine Siskin 36,American Goldfinch 852, Evening Grosbeak 
829 , Pine Grosbeak 6, White-winged Crossbill 1; House Sparrow 2362. 

Total ; 131 species - about 54,354 individuals 

(Seen day before count day but not on count day; Tundra Swan 3, Harlequin 
Duck 1 (I.J.,R.Ridout,D.S.), Purple Sandpiper 1 (K. McL.), Black-legged 
Kittiwake 57 (I.J„,R.Ridout,D.S.),Iceland Gull 1, 
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Hamilton Fall Bird Count 1983 (continued) 

Observers ; Hazel Broker, Mike Cadman, William Campbell, John Challen, Gerry 
Chappie, Nina Chappie, Barry Cherriere, Michael Clark, George Coker, Denis 
Crankshaw, Jean Crankshaw, Robert Curry, Edward Dinniwell, Bruce Duncan^co- 
compiler; Box 512, Caledonia,Ontario NOA 1A0) Mary Dyer, Michael Dyer, 

Verne Evans, Luke Fazio, Xavier Fazio, Robert Finlayson, Ron Fleming, Joan 
Forbes, Sheila Forbes, Paul Foster, Charles Francis, Bruce Frey, Mike Furber, 
Anna-Marie Galan, Denys Gardiner, Joyce Gould, Alex Gray, Donald Gunn, Adam 
Harrington, Jim Heslop, Aileen Hiller, Larry Hubble, Ray Hughes, Mark Jennings, 
Barry Jones, Ian Jones, Shirley Klement, Stan Kozak, Albert Kuhnik, Marg 
Ludkin, Rick Ludkin, George Meyers, Kevin McLaughlin(co-compiler: 30 Bingham 
Rd.,Hamilton,Ontario L8H 1N4) Ken Musgrave,Jean Niskanen, John Olmstead,Brian 
Paleczny, Brian Pomfret, Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, James Pringle, Anne Reid, 
Tom Reid, Ian Richards, Madeleine Richards, Dorothy Russell, Antonio Salvadori, 
Marion Scholz, Margaret Schram, Fred Shantz, Paul Smith, Rick Snider, Bob 
Stamp, Don Sutherland, Sam Tabone, Peter Thoem, Mary Ann VandenElzen,Peter 
Van Dyken, Rob Wrldhuber, Harry Walker, Marie Walker, Mike Werner, Reinder 
Westerhoff, Gerry Whitworth, William Wilson, Terry Witt, Chauncey Wood, Alan 
Wormington, Gloria Zimmerman(Hamilton Naturalists" Club, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Field Naturalists', South-Peel Naturalists' Club, Guelph Naturalists' Club, 
Brantford Naturalists' Club.) 

Since its inception in 1974, the Fall Bird Count has proven to be a useful 
tool for gauging the status of birds in the Hamilton area in early November. 

It has also provided a stimulus to get birders into the field in pursuit 
of rarities, a good day's list, or to simply have a friendly competition with 
fellow birders. , 

The ten year aggregate list for the count reached 197 species, with the addi¬ 
tion of Ruddy Turnstone this year. Six other species have been seen duringthe 
count period (day before or after count day). The low and high count days 
occurred in the consecutive years 1978 (112), and 1979 (141). This year's 
total was four species over the count average of 127 species. 

The rare species, be it seasonally rare, or rare in an extralimital sense, 
is always the prize on these counts. The timing of the count (first Sunday 
of every November), creates potential for an interesting mixture of late, 
lingering migrants, and early arriving winter birds. 

Perhaps the rarest species (for the province) which we have found on our 
counts, was the immature Little Blue Heron in 1975, at Christies Conservation 
Area. It seems to be a reasonable assumptionthat more good extralimitals 
will be found in the years to come, given the large number of birders partici¬ 
pating on the counts, and the combined effort and enthusiasm put forth by 
these birders. 

A few things highlighted this year's count. On a positive note, both party 
hours (230) and total participants (83) were new records. Due to an excellent 
wild food crop, a number of fruit-eating and seed-eating species reached 
high numbers or record numbers. These included Hermit Thrush, Cedar Waxwing, 

Fox Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, and Evening Grosbeak. 
Numbers of insectivarous species were down however, (no flycatchers, only 
one swallow, and low warbler numbers). This puzzled several observers, who 
felt the still heavily foliaged trees (with many small insects) and generally 
mild and overcast conditions would have yielded more of these species. 

The compilers would like to thank all who participated and who quickly submitted 
their lists. 

With the Fall Count about to go into its second decade, we look forward to 
hearing from you in '84. 
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NOTEWORTHY BJRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to December 13, 1983 - 276 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Red-Throated Loon 

Dec. 11 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Robert Curry 

Common Loon 

Dec. 4 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Dec. 11 

7 

West End Lake Ont. 

Curry 

Horned Grebe 

Dec. 3 

2 

Lake at Burloak Dr. 

Denys Gardiner 


Dec. 4 

1 

East end of bay 

McLaughlin 

Northern Gannet 

Nov. 20 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Bill Crins, Gardiner 

Double-Cr .Cormorant 

Nov. 20 

2 

Spencer Smith Park 

Gardiner 


Nov. 27 

2 

CCIW 

McLaughlin 


Dec. 1 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 


Dec. 4 

1 

CCIW 

McLaughlin 

Great Blue Heron 

Dec. 3 

1 

Anc as ter 

Tim Story 


Dec. 10 

1 

Hopkins Cr. . 

Curry 


Dec. 13 

1 

Spencer Cr. 

Bob Finlayson 

Tundra Swan 

Nov. 24 

55 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Mute Swan 

Nov. 20 

6 

Bronte 

Gardiner 

Snow Goose 
(blue phase) 

Dec. 11 

1 

Spencer Smith Park 

Curry 

Brant 

Nov. 12 

1 

Fifty Point 

Geo.Bryant, Curry, 
Verne Evans 


Dec. 10 

1 

Burl. Golf &C.Club 

Michael Clark 

Wood Duck 

Nov. 12 

1 

Willow Pt. 

Curry 

Green-Winged Teal 

Dec. 3 

60 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 


Dec. 3 

40 

East End of Bay 

Curry 

Northern Pintai 1 

Dec, 3 

20 

Dundas Marsh 

Curry 

Northern Shoveler 

Nov. 12 

60 

Fifty Pt.Sewage Pond 

Bryant, Curry, Evans 


Dec. 3 

20 

East End of Bay 

Gardiner 

Gadwall 

Dec, 3 

40 

East End of Bay 

Gardiner 

Canvasback 

Dec. 6 

40 

LaSaile Park 

Curry 

Redhead 

Nov. 13 

200 

Coronation Pk.Oakv. 

Gardiner 

Ring-Necked Duck 

Dec, 3 

1 ad. 

Fifty Pt,Sewage Pond 

Curry 


Dec. 11 

1 I rnm. 

Fifty Pt. Pond 

Curry 

King Eider 

Nov. 12* 

1 fem. 

Van Wagner's Beach 

C urr y, Me La ug h 1 i n 

M. Obs, 


Nov. 20 

1 male 

Beach Canal 

G ard i ner, Me Laug h 1 i n 

Oldsquaw 

Nov. 12 

2000 

Lake at Fifty Pt. 

Curry,Bryant, Evans 

Black Scoter 

Nov. 12 

o 

w 

Lake at Fifty Pt. 

Curry, Bryant, Evans 


Nov. 20 

1 

Confederation Pk. 

McLaughlin 


Dec. 3 

1 

Beach Canal 

Gardiner 

Surf Scoter 

Nov. 17 

2 

Lake at Walkers Line 

Gardiner 


Dec. 3 

1 

Lake at Fifty Pt. 

Curry 

White-Winged Scoter 

Nov. 20 

40 

Lake at Burlington 

Gardiner 
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Hooded Merganser 

Nov, 26 

1 

i 

Lake at Fruitland Rd, 

Gardiner 

Red-breasted Merganser 

Nov, 12 

600 

Lake at Fifty Pt. 

Curry, Bryant, Evans 

Ruddy Duck 

Dec , 3 

i 

Fifty Pt.Sewage Pond 

Curry 

Northern Harrier 

Dec. 7 

1 

Hwy. 5, Burlington 

Gardiner 

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 

Dec, 10 

1 

92 Hostel n Dr .Ancast. 

Curry 

Black-Bellied Plover 

Nov. 12 

3 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Curry, M.Obs. 


Nov. 27L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin 

Killdeer 

Dec. 3 

o 

Valley Inn 

Curry 


Dec. 3 

1 

East End of Bay 

Gardiner 


Dec. 4 

1 

Valley Inn ' 

McLaughlin 

Greater Yellow legs 

Nov. 20L 

1 

Van Wagner Marsh 

McLaughlin 

Sander ling 

Nov, 112 L 

1 

Fifty Point 

Curry 

Semipdlmated Sandpiper 

CM 

m— 

• 

> 

o 

1 

Valley Inn 

Curry, Bryant, Evans 

Least Sandpiper 

Nov. 27L 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Me Laughlin 

Purple Sandpiper 

Nov. 12 

1 

Fifty Point 

Curry 


Nov. 12 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Curry, M.Obs. 

Dunlin 

Nov. 20 

2 

Van Wagner's BeGch 

Curry 

Common Snipe 

Dec. 1 

1 

Valley Inn 

Curry 

American Woodcock 

Dec. 4 

1 

Optimists Park,Bronte 

Ian Richards 

Red Phalarope 

Nov. 12* 

2 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Richards, A.Jaramillo 


Nov. 17 

1 

Burlington Beach 

Mark Jennings 


Nov. 19-20 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Bill Crins, M.Obs. 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Nov. 20 

o 

o 

Beach Canal 

Me La ug h 1 i n, Gard i ner 

Uttlo Gull 

Nov. 12 

1 

Fifty Point 

Curry, Bryant, Evans 


Nov. 28 

1 

Spencor Smith Park 

Curry 

Bonaparte's Gull 

Dec. 4 

10 

East End of Bay 

Me Laughlin 

Iceland Gull 

Nov. 20 

1 

Beach Canal 

McLaughlin, Crins, 
Gardiner 

Glaucous Gull 

Nov. 17F 

1 

Dundas Hydro Pond 

Finlayson 


Dec. . 4 

1 (IstW)Van Wagner's Beach 

McLaughlin 


Dec, 9 

1 (3rd W)Aldershot Dump 

Curry 

Black-Logged Kittiwake 

Nov. 12 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Richards, Jaramillo 


Nov. 24 

1 

Van Wagner's Beach 

Curry 


Dec. 11 

4 

Spencer Smith Park 

Curry 

Long-Eared Owl 

Dec. 3 

3 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Northern Saw-Whet Owl 

Dec. 3 

5 

Bronte 

Jennings 

Belted Kingfisher 

Dec. 3 

1 

Ancastor 

Story 

Red-Headed Woodpecker 

Dec. 4 

1 

Upp.Mid. Rd .Oakville Gardiner 

Northern Flicker 

Nov o 26 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Nov. 24 

1 

Westdale Ravine 

Finlayson 

Carolina Wren 

Dec. 8-15 

1 

Spencer Creek 

Finlayson 

Winter Wren 

Dec. 8 

5 

Dundas Marsh 

Finlayson 

Ruby-Crowned Kinglet 

Nov. 17 

1 

Burlington Beach 

Jennings 

Eastern Bluebird 

Nov. 26 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Clark 


Doc. 11 

2 

Dundas Valley C.A. 

Jeff Blezlus 

American Robin 

Dec, 7 

1 

Cedar Ave. Burling . 

Ruth Summers 
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Northern Mockingbird 

Nov. 19 


1 

20 Ramgato Dr.St.Cr. 

Denis Lewington 

Water Pipit 

Doc. 3 


1 

Bronto 

Jennings 


Doc. 11 


2 

Fifty Point 

Curry 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Nov. 12* 


1 

Children's Gardens 

McLaughlin, Ron 






Fleming 

Northern Shrike 

Doc. 4 


1 

Up. Mi d. Rd .Oakvi 1 lo 

Gardiner 

Yollow-Rumped Warbler 

Nov. 12 


1:1 

Willow PhFlfty Pt. 

Curry 


Nov. 17 


1 

Bronto 

Jennings 

Bay-Breasted Warbler 

Nov. 6L 


1 

Wostdalo Ravine 

Curry, Evans,Olmstead 

White-Crowned Sparrow 

Nov. 17 


1 

Bronto 

Jennings 

Nov 

. 20- Doc. 

13 

6 

Wi nona 

George Coker, 






Ray Hughes 

Snow Bunting 

Doc. 10 


20 

Potor's Corners 

Alison & Brian and 






Robt. Curry 

Eastern Meadowlark 

Nov. 19 


2 

Burloak Drive 

Gardiner 

Rod-winged Blackbird 

Dec. 7 


1 fern. 

Onoida PI .Burlington 

Joan Little 

Brown-hoadod Cowbird 

Doc. 10 


1 

Hopkins Crt.Dundas 

Curry 


Dec. 10 


1 

Cedar AvoBurlington Summers 

Northern Oriole 

Nov. 18 


1 fom. 

Merritt St.York,Ont. 

Marg. Ludkin 

House Finch 

Nov. 24 


4 

Cedar Avo .Burlington 

Summers 

N ov 

. 20 - Dec, 

13 

13 

Winona 

Coker, Hughes 

Common Redpoll 

Dec, 3 


2 

Coronation Pk.Oakv, 

Jennings, Richards 

Pino Siskin 

Nov. 12 

1 

00 

Spencer Creek 

Me La ughlin, Fleming 


Nov. 13 


o 

a 

Holyrood Rd.Oakville 

Gardiner 


Doc. 1 


30 

Cedar Avo .Burl. 

Summers 


Correction: Vol. 37 No. 4 - 
Red-Throated Loon Juno 16 




should be Oct. 16F 

1 

Burlington Bay 

Paul Smi 


P loose sonc! your bird records by the 1 st of the month to Mark Jennings, ”*906-5348 Lakoshore 
Road, Burlington, Ontario. L7L4Z2, or phono 632-2210 

*********** 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE GEORGE NORTH MEMORIAL 

The contributions that have come in, in memory of George North, have been many 
and generous. I do hope to acknowledge each and everyone, but that will take me 
some time. In the interim, may I express my gratitude to ail those who have taken 
this method of remembering George's great and abiding interest in birds and birding. 
My thanks go to all. 


Laurel North 
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GEORGE NORTH 

George North died on Sunday, November 27, 1983„ Yet in many 
ways George continues to be with us. His spirit-lives on. Many 
of us who have come to the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club in recent- 
years did not know George during the days of his active birding. 

I he robust tramping through fields and woods. The indifference to 
cold and wind to track down some elusive species. The dedicated 
field work, the methodical recording. The inspiring example , 
Yet he has touched us all, His invaluable Noteworthy Bird 
Records has been published in each issue of the Wood Duck for 
almost 31 years. George tabulated, recorded and stencilled 
these pages himself during all of these years, sometimes under 
great difficulty. For an even longer period of time he organized 
and tabulated the Christmas Bird Count. 

The March issue of the Wood Duck will carry a reminiscence of 
George, If you have even the shortest anecdote or story of George 
then please share if with us. Send it along as soon as you can for 


inclusion. 




Canada 


TH*5 WOOD 




The WOOD DUCK 

Naturalists' 

the club. The Wnon nnw i _ , , r 

September to May and l s ' mailed J fr^eyearly from 

for publication are welcome and should ' ® mb ®J s ‘ Cont ribution S 
r : di ^f> Marvin Grove, 500 Main ^ J I, ^ ^fess®d to the 
Deadline for receipt of material is*<-bV f f fla,llton » ° nt > LBN Ik? 
preceding publication date. Artic-iL f J r8t of the month 
without permission but credit Hn' * Y be r ®printud 
bend Noteworthy Bird Record- to WOUj - d be appreciated . 
Burlington s onfc. l?T 1 I 3 ' q ° North - 857 Ejagle Dr 



